UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE LOCAL RULES

The full Court met in executive session on Thursday, April 29, 2010, and approved a
proposal to amend LR83.10 of the Civil Rules of this Court as follows (additions shown thus, and
deletions shown thus):

LR83.10. General Bar Local Rule

(a) Qualifications. An applicant for admission to the bar of this Court must be a member in good
standing of the bar of the highest court of any state of the United States or of the District of

Columbia.

(b) Petition Form. The Executive Committee will approve a form of petition to be used by
anyone applying for admission to practice. Copies of the approved form will be provided on

request by the clerk.

(¢) Filing Petition. Each person applying for admission to practice shall electronically file with

the clerk a completed petition for admission on the approved form.
The petitioner must electronically file with the petition the following attachments in pdf format:

(1) a certificate from the highest court of a state of the United States or of the District of

Columbia that the petitioner is a member in good standing of the bar of that court; and

(2) the affidavits of two attorneys who are currently and for at least two years have been members
in good standing of the bar of the highest court of any state of the United States or of the District

of Columbia and who have known the applicant for at least one year.

(d) Screening the Petition. The clerk, under the supervision of the Executive Committee, will

screen each petition to assure that it is filed on the correct form, has been completed and contains
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sufficient information to establish that the petitioner meets the qualifications required for the
general bar, and is accompanied by the required affidavits of sponsors and a current indication of
good standing. Where these requirements are met, an indication to that effect will be placed on
the petition and the petitioner will be notified that the petition is approved. Where the
requirements are not met, the petition will be returned to the applicant with appropriate

instructions.,

(¢) Taking the Oath, Petitioncrsin-the-Westerm Bivistomrmustappear irperson before-ajudgein
the-Western Piviston-to-be-adnmitted—Petitioners irthe-EasternDivisiormay choose whether or
not to appear in person to be admitted. If a petitioner imrthe-Eastern Bivisionrdoes not wish (0
appear in person to be sworn in, the petitioner’s signature by the "Qath of Office" must be
notarized. If a petitioner trthe-EastermBivistorrdoes not have his/her "Oath of Officc” signature
notarized and wishes to appear in person to be admitted, then within 30 days of the petition being
approved pursuant to section (d), the petitioner will appear before a judge of this Court or a
magistrate judge to take the oath or affirmation required for admission. Petitioner may make
arrangements to appear before a judge of this Court or a magistrate judge in order to take the oath
or affirmation. In such circumstances petitioner must be accompanied by an attorney who 1s a
member in good standing of the bar of this Court. That attorney will move the admission of the

petitioner.

(f) Admission Fee. Each petitioner shall pay an admission fee upon the filing of the petition,
provided that in the event the petitioner is not admitted, the petitioner may request that the fec be
refunded. The amount of the fee shall be established by the court in conjunction with the fee
prescribed by the Judicial Conference of the United States pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1914,

(g) Certificate of Admission. On receipt of completed petition form indicating that the petitioner
has taken the oath of office, or on receipt of the attorney’s own motion accompanied by a copy of

the attorney’s Certificate of Admission to Practice in another District of [llinois and by the




attorney’s certification that the attorney is admitted in that district and that his or her right to
practice law is not suspended by order of court in any jurisdiction, the clerk shall promptly issue
a certificate indicating that petitioner has been admitted to the general bar of this Court and add

petitioner’s name in the list of attorneys admitted to that bar.

COMMENT: The proposed modification will eliminate the requirement that petitioners in the
Western Division appear in person before a judge in the Western Division to be admitted. By
direction of the full Court and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §207(b) regarding appropriate public notice
and opportunity for comment, the Clerk is directed to: (a) cause the proposal to amend revised
Local Rule 83.10 to be posted in the Courthouses at Chicago and Rockford, (b) cause notice of
the proposal and requests for comment to be published in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, (c)
cause notice of the proposal and requests for comment to be posted on the web site for the United
States District Court Northern District of Illinois, (d) indicate in such notice a final date for
receipt of comments, which date shall be sixty days from the first date of publication in the Law
Bulletin, (e) collect and distribute among the members of the Advisory Committee for Local
Rules all comments received, and (f) following receipt of a copy of the report and
recommendation of the advisory committee to distribute copies of the comments together with
copies of the report and recommendation among the members of the Court for consideration at a

regular meeting of the full Court.

ENTER:
FOR THE COURT
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Chief Judge

Dated at Chicago, Illinois this 5 “h day of May, 2010




